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International Representation Pathway Information
This policy is to inform fencers, coaches and parents/guardians of the dual nationality position with regard to eligibility and qualification to fence for Northern Ireland.

Northern Ireland Representation
Fencers are eligible for consideration to represent Northern Ireland Fencing provided they are/were/have either:
· Born in Northern Ireland
· A Grandparent/Parent born in Northern Ireland
· Have a primary residence in Northern Ireland for a period of not less than 6 months.

Qualifying Events for Northern Ireland Representation
· Commonwealth Fencing Championships (both senior and cadet/junior)
· 5-Nations events (both senior & junior)
International qualification fencers have to have a passport of the country they wish to represent; Either a British or Irish passport for Northern Ireland.
This does not preclude any member of Northern Ireland Fencing representing Northern Ireland at minor competitions such as GB Cup or British Youth Championships.
Qualifying to represent Northern Ireland at any of the above stipulated competitions will be in line with the established selection policy published on the NIF website.
[bookmark: _GoBack]British and Irish Representation
Northern Ireland Fencers can choose to represent Britain or Ireland if they meet the representation and selection criteria as laid out by the relevant governing bodies. Fencers from Northern Ireland may only represent one country. 
EFC Events – The European Fencing Confederation run international U14 and U17 events. https://www.eurofencing.info/efc/about-efc. 
Fencers must be entered through their National Governing Body and are required to have an EFC licence. However, the rules around switching nationality are currently less strict than the FIE.  British Fencing have selection rules and criteria for nominated U17 events. (More information https://www.britishfencing.com/gbr-fencing/gbr-cadet/ ).
The FIE (the World Governing Body of Fencing) require fencers to purchase an FIE licence for their events. For cadets, the relevant events are the Cadet European and World Championships. For Juniors there is a series of Junior World Cups along with the European and World Championships.
FIE licences specify the country nominated. To apply for an FIE licence, fencers must be in possession of a passport of the country they wish to represent. Once a fencer has an FIE licence there are only very limited circumstances in which nationality can be changed and an athlete may typically only change one in their career. Therefore at the point of applying for an FIE licence fencers must choose the nation that they fully expect to represent long-term.
For full information please follow the link below:
http://fie.org/
For more information on FIE and EFC licences and how to apply for a GBR licence please visit: https://www.britishfencing.com/gbr-fencing/fie-efc-licences/. You must be a compete level member of British Fencing to apply for a licence. 
To Apply for Irish Licence:
https://irishfencing.net/international/international-licences/
Nationality Transfer
Where a Fencer wishes to transfer designated Nationality, the following process is set out in the FIE Statutes (and may be subject to change):
Fencers have to notify the country they wish to represent, and inform the country they no longer wish to represent. Both countries must agree, although the country they are leaving may request a one-year suspension from international events. This is at the discretion of the Governing Body representing the Nationality the fencer no longer wishes to represent. 
Fencers who have represented a country at the Olympic Games will have to miss the next Games if they transfer their designated Nationality.
Fencers typically may only switch nationality once.
Full details can be found here: https://www.britishfencing.com/policy-zone/switching_nationality/

Additional Information for British Fencers
· Once a Fencer has elected to represent another nation, they will no longer be eligible to compete in the Individual Cadet, Junior, U23 or Senior British Championships. 
· It is the responsibility of the individual fencer to declare their nationality to British Fencing and fencers that deliberately or repeatedly fail to declare their nationality may be subject to disciplinary action.
· Any athlete wishing to be selected/entered for Great Britain at FIE or EFC competitions must compete in the National Championships in the relevant category – Cadet, Junior, U23 or Senior.  Only in exceptional circumstances will an exemption be granted, which must be sought in advance and have received written approval from British Fencing Head Office. In the event an athlete is unexpectedly injured or ill a doctor’s note will be required to be submitted to British Fencing Head Office within one week of the date of the Championships.
· The only exception would be if an athlete does not have British citizenship at the point of the National Championships but subsequently receives British citizenship.

https://www.britishfencing.com/policy-zone/gbr-policies/gbr-policies-selection/


Additional Information for Irish Fencers
Irish Fencers must be in possession of an Irish passport.

https://irishfencing.net/international/selection-policy/








This document is for guidance purposes only and athletes should contact the relevant Governing Body of the country they wish to represent should they require any additional information
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